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TILLINGBOURNE TRAILS 

Gomshall 
Length 4 km Duration approx. 1.5 hours 

Easy level of difficulty 

There was a corn mill at Gomshall from the time of Domesday in 1086, probably at the 
same site as the current mill building, though it was re-built extensively in the following 
centuries. By the 18th century it housed four corn mills, making it one of the most     
important corn-milling sites in the area, but by 1953 it was closed, remaining derelict 
until its conversion to a restaurant and antique shop a decade later. 

TTTuuurrrnnn rrriiiggghhhttt,,, cccooonnntttiiinnnuuuiiinnnggg aaalllooonnnggg ttthhheee AAA222555 
uuunnntttiiilll yyyooouuu rrreeeaaaccchhh ttthhheee pppeeetttrrrooolll ssstttaaatttiiiooonnn... OOOnnn 
ttthhheee llleeefffttt,,, lllooooookkk ooouuuttt fffooorrr TTTaaannnyyyaaarrrddd HHHaaallllll,,, 
wwwhhhiiiccchhh iiisss ooonnneee ooofff ttthhheee fffeeewww rrreeemmmaaaiiinnniiinnnggg  
bbbuuuiiillldddiiinnngggsss fffrrrooommm ttthhheee TTTaaannnnnneeerrryyy,,, aaasss wwweeellllll aaasss 
ttthhheee VVViiiccctttooorrriiiaaannn cccooottttttaaagggeeesss fffrrrooonnntttiiinnnggg ttthhheee 
ssstttrrreeeeeettt...  

TTTuuurrrnnn llleeefffttt ooonnntttooo 
QQQuuueeeeeennn SSStttrrreeeeeettt,,, 
pppaaassssssiiinnnggg ttthhheee 
KKKiiinnnggg JJJooohhhnnn 
HHHooouuussseee ooonnn ttthhheee 
cccooorrrnnneeerrr...  

The King John House, 
formerly known as the Old 
Tannery House, is mainly 
Jacobean in date, built by 
the Bignold family of    
tanners around 1620.  
However, timber-framing 
in the interior may date to 
the early 16th century,  
disproving the tradition that 
the house was built after 
the London Great Plague 
of 1665 from hide profits. 

FFFooollllllooowww TTTooowwweeerrrhhhiiillllll uuunnntttiiilll iiittt bbbeeennndddsss rrriiiggghhhttt... 
SSStttrrraaaiiiggghhhttt aaahhheeeaaaddd iiisss aaa nnnaaarrrrrrooowww fffooooootttpppaaattthhh 
(((TTTooowwweeerrrhhhiiillllll LLLaaannneee))),,, mmmaaarrrkkkeeeddd SSShhheeerrreee      
MMMiiilllllleeennnnnniiiuuummm TTTrrraaaiiilll,,, wwwhhhiiiccchhh yyyooouuu fffooollllllooowww...  

AAAttt ttthhheee tttoooppp ooofff ttthhheee fffiiieeelllddd yyyooouuu wwwiiillllll mmmeeeeeettt 
aaannnooottthhheeerrr pppaaattthhh,,, wwwhhheeerrreee yyyooouuu tttuuurrrnnn llleeefffttt aaannnddd 
iiimmmmmmeeedddiiiaaattteeelllyyy mmmeeeeeettt aaannnooottthhheeerrr pppaaattthhh ooonnn yyyooouuurrr 
rrriiiggghhhttt (((bbbuuuttt kkkeeeeeeppp llleeefffttt ooonnn ttthhheee mmmaaaiiinnn pppaaattthhh)))... 
YYYooouuu wwwiiillllll pppaaassssss aaa lllaaarrrgggeee hhhooouuussseee aaannnddd gggaaarrrdddeeennn 
ooonnn yyyooouuurrr rrriiiggghhhttt...  

AAAttt ttthhheee bbbooottttttooommm ooofff ttthhheee hhhiiillllll yyyooouuu wwwiiillllll mmmeeeeeettt ‘‘‘PPPaaattthhh 
222222’’’,,, bbbuuuttt iiigggnnnooorrreee ttthhhiiisss aaannnddd ssstttaaayyy ooonnn ttthhheee mmmaaaiiinnn tttrrraaaccckkk 
wwwhhhiiiccchhh bbbeeennndddsss rrriiiggghhhttt aaannnddd pppaaasssssseeesss ooovvveeerrr ttthhheee 
TTTiiilllllliiinnngggbbbooouuurrrnnneee aaagggaaaiiinnn tttooo mmmeeeeeettt ttthhheee AAA222555...  

TTTuuurrrnnn llleeefffttt uuunnndddeeerrr ttthhheee rrraaaiiilllwwwaaayyy bbbrrriiidddgggeee aaannnddd cccrrrooossssss---
ooovvveeerrr ttthhheee AAA222555,,, rrreeetttuuurrrnnniiinnnggg bbbaaaccckkk tttooo ttthhheee SSStttaaarrrttt 
PPPoooiiinnnttt aaattt GGGooommmssshhhaaallllll ssstttaaatttiiiooonnn...  

CCCooonnntttiiinnnuuueee ooonnn QQQuuueeeeeennn SSStttrrreeeeeettt,,, fffooollllllooowwwiiinnnggg 
ttthhheee TTTiiilllllliiinnngggbbbooouuurrrnnneee ooonnn ttthhheee rrriiiggghhhttt (((***bbbeee 
cccaaarrreeefffuuulll aaasss ttthhheeerrreee iiisss nnnooo fffooooootttpppaaattthhh fffooorrr aaa 
ssseeeccctttiiiooonnn***)))... AAAttt ttthhheee tttoooppp ooofff ttthhheee hhhiiillllll aaattt ttthhheee 
TTT jjjuuunnnccctttiiiooonnn,,, tttuuurrrnnn llleeefffttt ooonnntttooo HHHiiiggghhh VVViiieeewww...  

FFFooorrr mmmooorrreee dddeeetttaaaiiilllsss,,, dddooowwwnnnllloooaaaddd ttthhheee ppprrriiinnntttaaabbbllleee pppdddfff (((wwwwwwwww...tttiiilllllliiinnngggbbbooouuurrrnnneeetttaaallleeesss...cccooo...uuukkk///ppplllaaaccceeesss///tttrrraaaiiilllsss))) 

SSSTTTAAARRRTTT fffrrrooommm GGGooommmssshhhaaallllll ssstttaaatttiiiooonnn 
cccaaarrr pppaaarrrkkk (((GGGUUU555 999NNNXXX))),,, oooffffff ooofff ttthhheee 
AAA222555...  

This heritage trail takes in the scenic village of Gomshall, set in the heart of 

the Valley. Explore the historic houses, milling sites and tannery buildings 

within the village as you walk along the Tillingbourne, before absorbing the 

beautiful open countryside and wooded paths as you walk into the hills.  
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Walking route 

FFFooollllllooowww ttthhheee rrroooaaaddd bbbaaaccckkk tttooowwwaaarrrdddsss ttthhheee AAA222555,,, 
aaannnddd tttuuurrrnnn rrriiiggghhhttt aaattt ttthhheee TTT jjjuuunnnccctttiiiooonnn,,,        
wwwaaalllkkkiiinnnggg tttooowwwaaarrrdddsss ttthhheee vvviiillllllaaagggeee...  

WWWaaalllkkk aaalllooonnnggg ttthhheee pppaaavvveeemmmeeennnttt,,, pppaaassssssiiinnnggg sssuuuccchhh 
hhhiiissstttooorrriiiccc bbbuuuiiillldddiiinnngggsss aaasss GGGooommmssshhhaaallllll MMMiiillllll aaannnddd 
ttthhheee TTTiiilllllliiinnngggbbbooouuurrrnnneee iiitttssseeelllfff... CCCrrrooossssss ooovvveeerrr tttooo ttthhheee 
sssooouuuttthhh sssiiidddeee ooofff ttthhheee rrroooaaaddd aaattt ttthhheee cccrrrooossssssiiinnnggg bbbyyy 
ttthhheee CCCooommmpppaaassssss IIInnnnnn... (((***nnnooottteee ttthhheeerrreee mmmaaayyy bbbeee 
pppaaarrrkkkeeeddd cccaaarrrsss ooonnn ttthhheee pppaaavvveeemmmeeennnttt,,, aaannnddd yyyooouuu 
mmmaaayyy nnneeeeeeddd tttooo cccrrrooossssss bbbeeefffooorrreeehhhaaannnddd***))) 

AAAttt ttthhheee TTT jjjuuunnnccctttiiiooonnn aaattt ttthhheee tttoooppp ooofff ttthhheee hhhiiillllll 
(((tttuuurrrnnn rrriiiggghhhttt fffooorrr aaa fffeeewww yyyaaarrrdddsss fffooorrr ttthhheee vvviiieeewww ooofff 
ttthhheee NNNooorrrttthhh DDDooowwwnnnsss WWWaaayyy aaattt ttthhheee bbbaaaccckkk ooofff 
ttthhheee fffiiieeelllddd,,, bbbuuuttt ttthhheeennn gggooo bbbaaaccckkk))),,, tttuuurrrnnn llleeefffttt aaannnddd 
ssstttaaayyy ooonnn ttthhheee bbbrrriiidddllleee pppaaattthhh...  

AAAfffttteeerrr 111000000 yyyaaarrrdddsss ttthhheee pppaaattthhh tttuuurrrnnnsss rrriiiggghhhttt,,,  
eeevvveeennntttuuuaaallllllyyy cccooommmiiinnnggg ooouuuttt ooonnntttooo ttthhheee tttoooppp ooofff aaa 
hhhiiillllll... CCCooonnntttiiinnnuuueee aaalllooonnnggg,,, lllooooookkkiiinnnggg fffooorrr tttwwwooo 
ssstttooouuuttt wwwoooooodddeeennn pppooossstttsss mmmaaarrrkkkiiinnnggg aaa dddiiiaaagggooonnnaaalll 
pppaaattthhh aaacccrrrooossssss ttthhheee fffiiieeelllddd ooonnn yyyooouuurrr llleeefffttt...  

CCCrrrooossssss ttthhheee fffiiieeelllddd,,, aaannnddd cccooonnntttiiinnnuuueee ooonnn ttthhhiiisss pppaaattthhh 
ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh ttthhheee nnneeexxxttt fffiiieeelllddd,,, wwwhhheeerrreee ttthhheee pppaaattthhh 
ssstttaaarrrtttsss tttooo aaasssccceeennnddd...  

FFFooollllllooowww ttthhheee rrroooaaaddd tttooo ttthhheee bbbooottttttooommm ooofff 
ttthhheee hhhiiillllll,,, aaannnddd tttuuurrrnnn rrriiiggghhhttt uuunnndddeeerrr ttthhheee 
rrraaaiiilllwwwaaayyy bbbrrriiidddgggeee,,, ooonnntttooo TTTooowwweeerrrhhhiiillllll... 

Towerhill Manor  
was described in 
1568 as ‘a house 
within a motte’, 
with much of the 
rear open hall 
house still of this 
date. Likely built 
by the first Sir 
Edward Bray, it 
was occupied by 
the Bray family 
until 1803. 

AAAfffttteeerrr aaabbbooouuuttt 222555000 yyyaaarrrdddsss yyyooouuu wwwiiillllll cccooommmeee tttooo aaa 
tttaaarrrmmmaaaccc rrroooaaaddd ooonnn ttthhheee rrriiiggghhhttt... TTTuuurrrnnn llleeefffttt ooonnntttooo 
ttthhheee gggrrraaavvveeelll dddrrriiivvveee wwwiiittthhh aaa hhhooouuussseee ooonnn ttthhheee llleeefffttt,,, 
ooonnntttooo ttthhheee pppuuubbbllliiiccc fffooooootttpppaaattthhh... 

WWWaaalllkkk dddooowwwnnn ttthhheee hhhiiillllll,,, aaasss ttthhheee pppaaattthhh wwwiiidddeeennnsss 
ooouuuttt aaannnddd eeevvveeennntttuuuaaallllllyyy vvveeeeeerrrsss tttooo ttthhheee llleeefffttt 
aaarrrooouuunnnddd SSSooouuuttthhhbbbrrrooooookkk CCCooopppssseee,,, ttthhheeennn rrriiiggghhhttt aaattt 
SSSooouuuttthhhbbbrrrooooookkk HHHooouuussseee... 



TILLINGBOURNE TRAILS 

Gomshall 

EEExxxppplllooorrreee mmmooorrreee ttthhhaaannn 444kkkmmm ooofff hhhiiissstttooorrriiiccc 

sssiiittteeesss aaannnddd sssccceeennniiiccc cccooouuunnntttrrryyysssiiidddeee,,,    

iiinnncccllluuudddiiinnnggg ooonnneee ooofff ttthhheee mmmooosssttt       

cccooommmpppllleeettteee TTTiiilllllliiinnngggbbbooouuurrrnnneee mmmiiillllllsss 

Kingfisher 
The kingfisher (Alcedo atthis) is a small colourful bird 
which is distinctive for its bright blue back, copper 
breast and black beak (the female with an orangey-red 
patch at its base). 
 

The kingfishers’ main habitat 
is along rivers and streams, 
where they can often be seen 
sitting quietly on low-hanging 
branches over the water, able 
to dive in suddenly for small 
fish.  
 

With a lifespan of about two 
years, kingfishers breed near 
lowland watercourses which 
have suitable banks for burrowing nests and shallow 
edges for feeding.  

The Surrey Wildlife Trust manages almost 8,000 
hectares of land in Surrey (5% of the county) 
with the aim of creating a better future for the 
local wildlife, and for the enjoyment of local  
people.  
 

To get involved, whether through volunteering, 
donating or adopting species to protect, please 
f ind out  more and v is it   
www.surreywildlifetrust.org 

Wildlife of  the Tillingbourne 
 

Get involved 
Despite the tranquil beauty of the Tillingbourne,  
recent investigations by the Environment Agency 
showed its ecological status is still in need of         
improvement. The Surrey Wildlife Trust’s River 
Search project teaches volunteers to manage invasive 
non-native species during conservation action days, in 
order to survey, monitor and improve the river    
habitat over time. 
 

To find out more, visit www.surreywildlifetrust.org 
 

 

The Surrey Hills Society is an independent charity 
which encourages people to explore, protect and  
enhance the local landscape, including that of the 
Tillingbourne. In order to do this, volunteers are 
needed to help organise and support walks, talks and 
events for members, as well as various conservation 
projects within the AONB. 
 

For more info, see www.surreyhills.org/society 

Other links 
Shere Parish Council - 
www.shereparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Surrey Hills AONB - www.surreyhills.org 
Surrey Heritage (Exploring Surrey’s Past) - 
www.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk/ 
 

Tillingbourne Tales HLF project - 
www.tillingbournetales.co.uk 

Maggie Jones* 
1925-present 

Worker at Gomshall Tannery 

 Born December 1925 in Hambledon 
to Charles Jones* (cabinet maker) of 
Cranleigh  

 In 1945 married Royal Canadian  
Engineer Tom Jackson* (1922-2004) 
in St James Church, Shere  

 Had two children (b. 1946 and 1952) 

 Mostly worked in toggle shop at 
Gomshall Tannery during the war 
from age 17, stretching out skins to 
dry, or cutting out bands for tin hats  

 Grew up on Shere Lane before    
emigrating to Fredericton, New 
Brunswick in 1946 with her family 

 

 * Names have been changed to protect the privacy of the family * 

SSShhheeerrreee LLLaaannneee tttooodddaaayyy 

TTToooggggggllliiinnnggg ttthhheee dddrrryyyiiinnnggg ssskkkiiinnnsss 
tttooo ssstttrrreeetttccchhh ttthhheeemmm (((cccooouuurrrttteeesssyyy 
ooofff SSStttaaannnllleeeyyy KKKnnnaaapppppp))) 

Gomshall Tannery 

With its plentiful availability of sheep and cattle for skins, 
oak bark from the Hurtwood, and water supply from the 
Tillingbourne, the settlement of Gomshall was well-suited 
for the tanning trade. Although named tanners, such as 
those of the Bygnall family, did not appear until the 16th 
century, ‘pelterers’ were listed in a document of 1380,  
attesting to their presence in the parish.  

What would become Gomshall Tannery, in the centre of 
the village, dates from the 17th century. Whilst beginning 
as a family-run undertaking, by the 19th century it grew 
and attracted employees from beyond the county, and 
when owned by Gilligan & Son in the 1880s, the site   
included an irrigation farm, co-operative, coffee house, 
club room and library. From the 20th century, production 
concentrated on sole and light 
leathers, with camouflage leathers 
the main output in the Second 
World War, and suede garments 

thereafter. 

PPPuuuttttttiiinnnggg hhhiiidddeeesss 
iiinnntttooo aaa pppiiittt tttooo 
sssoooaaakkk (((fffrrrooommm 
PPPyyynnneee 111888000888)))  

FFFrrrooommm ttthhheee 111999555000sss,,, sssoooppphhhiiissstttiiicccaaattteeeddd 
mmmaaaccchhhiiinnneeerrryyy tttooooookkk ooovvveeerrr,,, tttooo   
iiinnncccllluuudddeee ooovvveeerrrssshhhooottt wwwhhheeeeeellliiinnnggg/// 
bbbuuuffffffiiinnnggg ttthhheee sssuuueeedddeee fffiiinnniiissshhheeesss    
(((KKK RRReeeiiiddd iiinnn NNNoooyyyeeesss 111999999777))) 

TIMELINE 

1086 - ‘Gomesele’ listed with mill and over 40 families in 
Domesday, a larger population than Shere  

c.1240 - West Gomshall Manor granted to the Abbey of 
Netley in Hampshire  

c.1376 - East Gomshall Manor granted to Abbey of St 
Mary Graces, Tower Hill, becoming Gomshall Towerhill   

1568 - First mention of a named tanner, Anthony Bygnall, 
in Shere parish, presumably from Gomshall  

1611 - Both corn and malt mill recorded at Gomshall Mill  

1620s - King John House, which has remains of its early 
tanyard in the back garden, first built  

1690 - Malthouse associated with the Black Horse built  

1819 - James Neale killed by bark mill at Tannery  

1849 - Station at Gomshall built shortly after opening of 
Redhill to Reading line, increasing labour mobility  

1886 - The Compasses becomes an inn, some fifty years 
after its beginnings as a beershop  

1891 - Case brought to Guildford Assize Court against 
Tannery concerning death of fish stocks, later discovered 
to be due to mud outflow from watercress beds upstream  

1892 - Damaging fire at Tannery on 26th June, causing an 
estimated loss of £30,000 to the company  

1928-33 - Fall in demand during depression closes Tannery   

1971 - Fire station in Gomshall opened, staffed mainly by 
Tannery employees 

1992 -  Now derelict 
buildings at Tannery  
destroyed in fire  

111sssttt eeeddd OOOrrrdddnnnaaannnccceee 
SSSuuurrrvvveeeyyy mmmaaappp 111888777000 

FFFiiinnnddd ooouuuttt mmmooorrreee……… 

HHHaaarrrrrriiisss,,, NNNiiigggeeelll (((222000000555))),,, GGGooommmssshhhaaallllll MMMiiillllll,,, ttthhheee HHHaaarrrrrriiisss MMMiiilllllleeerrrsss &&& ttthhheeeiiirrr SSShhheeerrreee 
CCCooonnnnnneeeccctttiiiooonnn   

NNNoooyyyeeesss,,, AAAnnnnnn (((111999999777,,, 222000000333))),,, AAA TTTaaannnnnneeerrryyy iiinnn GGGooommmssshhhaaallllll  

SSShhheeerrreee,,, GGGooommmssshhhaaallllll,,, aaannnddd PPPeeeaaassslllaaakkkeee LLLooocccaaalll HHHiiissstttooorrryyy SSSoooccciiieeetttyyy (((111999888111,,, 
222000000333))),,, SSShhheeerrreee,,, GGGooommmssshhhaaallllll &&& PPPeeeaaassslllaaakkkeee::: AAA SSShhhooorrrttt HHHiiissstttooorrryyy   

———————————————--- (((111999888111))),,, OOOlllddd HHHooouuussseeesss iiinnn ttthhheee PPPaaarrriiissshhh ooofff SSShhheeerrreee   

TTTaaarrrpppllleeeeee,,, PPPeeettteeerrr (((111999999222))),,, GGGooommmssshhhaaallllll MMMiiillllll aaannnddd ttthhheee TTTiiilllllliiinnngggbbbooouuurrrnnneee VVVaaalllllleeeyyy  

TTTaaannn bbbaaarrrkkk cccrrruuussshhhiiinnnggg mmmiiillllll (((fffrrrooommm PPPyyynnneee'''sss 111888000888 MMMiiicccrrrooocccooosssmmm::: ooorrr aaa          
PPPiiiccctttuuurrreeesssqqquuueee DDDeeellliiinnneeeaaatttiiiooonnn ooofff ttthhheee AAArrrtttsss,,, AAAgggrrriiicccuuullltttuuurrreee,,, MMMaaannnuuufffaaaccctttuuurrreeesss,,, eeetttccc... ooofff GGGrrreeeaaattt 
BBBrrriiitttaaaiiinnn)))... AAAnnn eeedddgggeee rrruuunnnnnniiinnnggg mmmiiillllllssstttooonnneee iiinnn aaa ssstttooonnneee tttrrrooouuuggghhh tttuuurrrnnnsss eeeiiittthhheeerrr 
bbbyyy hhhooorrrssseee ooorrr wwwaaattteeerrr pppooowwweeerrr tttooo cccrrruuussshhh ttthhheee oooaaakkk bbbaaarrrkkk aaannnddd llleeeaaaccchhh iiitttsss tttaaannnnnniiinnn,,, 
bbbeeefffooorrreee iiittt iiisss sssttteeeeeepppeeeddd iiinnn wwwaaattteeerrr tttooo ppprrroooddduuuccceee ttthhheee tttaaannnnnniiinnnggg llliiiqqquuuooorrr...  

111888999333 iiilllllluuussstttrrraaatttiiiooonnn 
ooofff tttaaannnnnneeerrryyy wwwooorrrkkksss 
(((fffrrrooommm LLLeeeaaattthhheeerrr 
TTTrrraaadddeeesss CCCiiirrrcccuuulllaaarrr &&& 
RRReeevvviiieeewww)))  

1st edition 2016 


