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TILLINGBOURNE TRAILS 

Shere 
Length 5 km Duration approx. 2.5 hours 

Moderate level of difficulty 

 
SSSTTTAAARRRTTT fffrrrooommm SSShhheeerrreee 
vvviiillllllaaagggeee cccaaarrr pppaaarrrkkk        
(((GGGUUU555 999HHHEEE))),,, oooffffff ooofff  
UUUppppppeeerrr SSStttrrreeeeeettt...  

The well which is cut into 
the 18th century ‘Old Wall’ 
on Middle Street was dug 
in 1886. It was a gift from 
the Spottiswoode sisters of 
Drydown, who wanted to 
ensure a non-alcoholic 
alternative drink for the 
village and its pub-goers. 

FFFooollllllooowww ttthhheee rrroooaaaddd 
uuuppphhhiiillllll aaannnddd,,,    
cccrrrooossssssiiinnnggg ttthhheee rrroooaaaddd,,, 
tttaaakkkeee ttthhheee sssmmmaaallllll 
fffooooootttpppaaattthhh ooonnn ttthhheee 
llleeefffttt bbbeeesssiiidddeee aaa hhhooouuussseee 
aaannnddd gggaaarrrdddeeennn wwwaaallllll...  

CCCooonnntttiiinnnuuueee ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh ttthhheee 
wwwoooooodddsss,,, aaannnddd ttthhheeennn eeexxxiiittt iiinnntttooo 
aaa fffiiieeelllddd,,, kkkeeeeeepppiiinnnggg ttthhheee    
AAApppooossstttooollliiiccc CCChhhuuurrrccchhh ooonnn 
yyyooouuurrr llleeefffttt,,, tttooo aaa kkkiiissssssiiinnnggg gggaaattteee 
aaannnddd ttthhheee mmmaaaiiinnn AAA222444888 rrroooaaaddd... 

The Catholic Apostolic Church 
was built around 1840 under the 
architect William Macintosh 
Brookes, and paid for by Henry 
Drummond, who wanted it in 
sight of his mansion. The church 
was administered by a college of 
Twelve Apostles, but was closed 
upon the death of the last     
Minister, and is now closed to 
the public. 

TTTuuurrrnnn llleeefffttt aaalllooonnnggg ttthhheee rrroooaaaddd     
pppaaassssssiiinnnggg ttthhheee ccchhhuuurrrccchhh (((ppprrriiivvvaaattteee nnnooo 
eeennntttrrraaannnccceee))) ooonnn yyyooouuurrr llleeefffttt aaannnddd PPPaaarrrkkk 
GGGaaattteee PPPuuummmpppiiinnnggg SSStttaaatttiiiooonnn ooonnn 
yyyooouuurrr rrriiiggghhhttt tttooo ttthhheee rrroooaaaddd jjjuuunnnccctttiiiooonnn... 
TTTuuurrrnnn llleeefffttt ooonnntttooo NNNeeewww RRRoooaaaddd,,, aaannnddd 
ttthhheeennn tttuuurrrnnn llleeefffttt aaagggaaaiiinnn aaannnddd 
ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh ttthhheee AAAlllbbbuuurrryyy EEEssstttaaattteee 
gggaaattteeesss... FFFooollllllooowww ttthhheee rrroooaaaddd tttooo ttthhheee 
SSSaaaxxxooonnn ccchhhuuurrrccchhh aaattt iiitttsss fffaaarrr eeennnddd... 

AAAttt ttthhheee pppaaattthhh jjjuuunnnccctttiiiooonnn,,, 
tttuuurrrnnn llleeefffttt aaannnddd ttthhheeennn 
rrriiiggghhhttt ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh 
VVViiiccckkkyyy’’’sss GGGaaattteee iiinnntttooo 
ttthhheee fffiiieeelllddd bbbeeesssiiidddeee ttthhheee      
TTTiiilllllliiinnngggbbbooouuurrrnnneee...  

EEExxxiiittt ttthhheee gggrrraaavvveeeyyyaaarrrddd ooonnn 
ttthhheee llleeefffttt sssiiidddeee ooofff ttthhheee 
ccchhhuuurrrccchhh ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh aaa 
gggaaattteee,,, cccrrrooossssssiiinnnggg ttthhheee 
bbbrrriiidddgggeee ooovvveeerrr ttthhheee 
TTTiiilllllliiinnngggbbbooouuurrrnnneee...  

FFFooollllllooowww ttthhheee pppaaattthhh iiinnntttooo aaa sssmmmaaallllll rrreeecccrrreeeaaatttiiiooonnnaaalll gggrrrooouuunnnddd,,, pppaaasssttt 
ttthhheee ssswwwiiimmmmmmiiinnnggg pppoooooolll ooonnn yyyooouuurrr llleeefffttt,,, tttooo ttthhheee rrroooaaaddd (((GGGooommmssshhhaaallllll 
LLLaaannneee)))... TTTuuurrrnnn llleeefffttt aaannnddd cccrrrooossssss ttthhheee rrroooaaaddd,,, aaannnddd ttthhheeennn tttaaakkkeee ttthhheee 
dddrrriiivvveee bbbeeetttwwweeeeeennn SSShhheeerrreee MMMuuussseeeuuummm aaannnddd ttthhheee VVViiillllllaaagggeee HHHaaallllll,,, 
bbbaaaccckkk tttooo ttthhheee cccaaarrr pppaaarrrkkk aaannnddd SSStttaaarrrttt PPPoooiiinnnttt... 

FFFrrrooommm ttthhheee ccchhhuuurrrccchhh,,, hhheeeaaaddd bbbaaaccckkk 
(((aaapppppprrroooxxxiiimmmaaattteeelllyyy hhhaaalllfff llleeefffttt))) tttooo ttthhheee 
tttaaarrrmmmaaaccc dddrrriiivvveee,,, aaannnddd cccooonnntttiiinnnuuueee uuuppp 
ttthhheee hhhiiillllll pppaaasssttt ttthhheee pppuuubbbllliiiccc fffooooootttpppaaattthhh 
sssiiigggnnn aaannnddd ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh ttthhheee gggaaattteee,,, iiinnntttooo 
ttthhheee cccooorrrnnneeerrr ooofff ttthhheee wwwoooooodddsss...  

The church of St James is recorded in Domesday and thus of 
Saxon origins, though the earliest part of the existing church 
dates to c. 1190. One of the most notable features of the   
interior are the quatrefoil and squint in the north chancel, 
associated with Christine Carpenter, ‘Anchoress of Shere’. 

FFFooorrr mmmooorrreee dddeeetttaaaiiilllsss,,, dddooowwwnnnllloooaaaddd ttthhheee ppprrriiinnntttaaabbbllleee pppdddfff (((wwwwwwwww...tttiiilllllliiinnngggbbbooouuurrrnnneeetttaaallleeesss...cccooo...uuukkk///ppplllaaaccceeesss///tttrrraaaiiilllsss))) 

This heritage trail takes in the beautiful and popular village of Shere, one of 

the valley’s best preserved historic communities. Explore not only the many 

intricacies of the village itself, but also the gentle walk through the fields to 

Albury Park and back, following the course of the Tillingbourne and taking 

in the historic churches, houses and river features (both natural and man-

made) along the way.  
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Walking route 

FFFrrrooommm ttthhheee cccaaarrr pppaaarrrkkk eeennntttrrraaannnccceee,,, tttuuurrrnnn llleeefffttt aaannnddd cccrrrooossssss ttthhheee rrroooaaaddd 
tttooo tttuuurrrnnn dddooowwwnnn MMMiiiddddddllleee SSStttrrreeeeeettt,,, pppaaasssttt ttthhheee wwweeellllll,,, ssshhhooopppsss aaannnddd 
fffiiirrreee ssstttaaatttiiiooonnn,,, tttooo ttthhheee TTTiiilllllliiinnngggbbbooouuurrrnnneee aaannnddd bbbrrriiidddgggeee... 

TTTuuurrrnnn rrriiiggghhhttt dddooowwwnnn LLLooowwweeerrr 
SSStttrrreeeeeettt,,, fffooollllllooowwwiiinnnggg ttthhheee 
ssstttrrreeeaaammm tttooo ttthhheee rrroooaaaddd’’’sss   
cccooorrrnnneeerrr jjjuuunnnccctttiiiooonnn... FFFooollllllooowww 
ttthhheee rrroooaaaddd tttooo ttthhheee rrriiiggghhhttt,,, 
cccrrrooossssssiiinnnggg ttthhheee fffooorrrddd bbbrrriiidddgggeee... 

CCCooonnntttiiinnnuuueee fffooollllllooowwwiiinnnggg 
ttthhheee pppaaattthhh ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh aaa 
fffiiieeelllddd tttooo aaa gggaaattteee   
llleeeaaadddiiinnnggg iiinnntttooo ttthhheee 
wwwoooooodddsss... 

FFFooollllllooowww ttthhheee pppaaattthhh ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh ttthhheee 
wwwoooooodddsss,,, bbbeeeaaarrriiinnnggg sssllliiiggghhhtttlllyyy llleeefffttt,,, aaannnddd 
eeexxxiiittt ttthhheee wwwoooooodddsss ooonnntttooo aaa dddrrriiivvveee 
ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh aaa gggaaattteee,,, pppaaasssttt SSSooouuuttthhh 
LLLooodddgggeee... BBBeeefffooorrreee rrreeeaaaccchhhiiinnnggg PPPaaarrrkkk 
RRRoooaaaddd,,, bbbeeeaaarrr iiimmmmmmeeedddiiiaaattteeelllyyy llleeefffttt ooonnntttooo 
ttthhheee pppaaattthhh bbbeeetttwwweeeeeennn ttthhheee fffeeennnccceeeddd 
fffiiieeellldddsss... 

 

FFFooollllllooowww ttthhheee rrriiivvveeerrr bbbaaaccckkk tttooo ttthhheee rrroooaaaddd cccooorrrnnneeerrr iiinnn SSShhheeerrreee... TTTuuurrrnnn 
rrriiiggghhhttt aaannnddd fffooollllllooowww LLLooowwweeerrr SSStttrrreeeeeettt bbbaaaccckkk tttooo ttthhheee vvviiillllllaaagggeee bbbrrriiidddgggeee 
bbbyyy ttthhheee WWWhhhiiittteee HHHooorrrssseee pppuuubbb...  

CCCrrrooossssss ooovvveeerrr 
MMMiiiddddddllleee SSStttrrreeeeeettt 
tttooo ttthhheee sssqqquuuaaarrreee 
aaannnddd cccooonnntttiiinnnuuueee 
ooonnn tttooo SSSttt JJJaaammmeeesss’’’ 
ccchhhuuurrrccchhh,,, tttaaakkkiiinnnggg 
tttiiimmmeee tttooo eeexxxppplllooorrreee 
iiitttsss iiinnnttteeerrriiiooorrr... 

‘The Old Prison’ dates 
to the early 17th     
century, with its front 
wing said to have been 
used as the local lock-
up. Certainly by 1900 
though its use had 
changed, with its care-
taker keeping a 
sweetshop there. 

FFFooollllllooowww aaannn aaavvveeennnuuueee ooofff ccchhheeessstttnnnuuuttt tttrrreeeeeesss (((aaannnddd rrraaattthhheeerrr fffiiinnneee oooaaakkk 
tttrrreeeeee))) nnnooorrrttthhh dddooowwwnnn tttooowwwaaarrrdddsss SSShhheeerrreee... 



TILLINGBOURNE TRAILS 

Shere 

EEExxxppplllooorrreee mmmooorrreee ttthhhaaannn 555kkkmmm ooofff qqquuuaaaiiinnnttt 

hhhiiissstttooorrriiiccc vvviiillllllaaagggeee aaarrrccchhhiiittteeeccctttuuurrreee aaannnddd 

pppiiiccctttuuurrreeesssqqquuueee cccooouuunnntttrrryyysssiiidddeee,,, iiinnncccllluuudddiiinnnggg 

ttthhheee bbbeeeaaauuutttiiifffuuulll lllaaannndddssscccaaapppeee aaarrrooouuunnnddd 

AAAlllbbbuuurrryyy PPPaaarrrkkk 

English Oak 

The English oak (Quercus robur), also known as the 
‘Pedunculate’ Oak due to its acorns growing on stalks 
(peduncles), is a deciduous tree easily recognised for 
its broad rounded leaf lobes and 
acorns. 
 

The oak’s acorns are prized as 
both fodder and a winter food 
source for wildlife. Though 
common, it is a highly valued 
timber tree, also providing 
shelter and nesting for birds 
and insects alike. 
 

The oak’s leaf burst occurs in 
mid-May, gradually ripening throughout the summer, 
before taking on a brownish colour in the autumn. 

The Surrey Wildlife Trust manages almost 8,000 
hectares of land in Surrey (5% of the county) 
with the aim of creating a better future for the 
local wildlife, and for the enjoyment of local  
people.  
 

To get involved, whether through volunteering, 
donating or adopting species to protect, please 
f ind out  more and v is it   
www.surreywildlifetrust.org 

Wildlife of  the Tillingbourne 
 

Get involved 
Shere Museum houses a substantial local collection of 
artefacts, in particular domestic and agricultural 
equipment, as well as the new Tillingbourne Gallery. 
In order for the Museum to be open to the public 
though, volunteers are needed to help staff it.  
 

To find out more about Shere Museum and how to 
volunteer, please visit www.sheremuseum.co.uk 

 
 

 
The Surrey Hills Society is an independent charity 
which encourages people to explore, protect and  
enhance the local landscape, including that of the 
Tillingbourne. In order to do this, volunteers are 
needed to help organise and support walks, talks and 
events for members, as well as various conservation 
projects within the AONB. 
 

For more info, see www.surreyhills.org/society 

Other links 
Shere Village - www.sheredelight.com 
Shere Parish Council - 
www.shereparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Surrey Hills AONB - www.surreyhills.org 
Surrey Heritage (Exploring Surrey’s Past) - 
www.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk/ 
 

Tillingbourne Tales HLF project - 
www.tillingbournetales.co.uk 

John Parkhurst 
c. 1519-1563 

Clothier of Shere 

 Born c. 1519, location unknown 

 In c. 1546 (at age 27) married 
Alyce Gefson, daughter of John 
Gefson of Guildford, Clothier  

 Had at least seven children,    
including George (b. 1547), who 
inherited his tenement and mill, 
and Walter (b. 1559), later a linen 
draper of Southwark  

 Owned numerous properties in 
Shere, including Speers tenement, 
Green Mead and Greet’s, and 
leased the Queen’s Mead from     
Edward Bray 

 Clothier whose properties and workers listed in will    
include mill, dyehouses and spinners 

 Died 1563, with burial recorded on 20 December 

Shere Cloth Trade 

Water-power was important to the trade for operating the 
fulling mills and processing heavy cloth. This was done by 
first scouring the cloth to remove dirt and oil, and then 
pounding it with heavy hammers to cause it to shrink and 
thicken. Shere was particularly famous for the weaving of 
fustian until the later 18th century, a hard-wearing cloth of 
mixed fibres, usually with a strong linen warp and densely 
packed weft of cotton or sometimes wool. 

In his will of 1646, John Stonhill of Shere left a callender 
for pressing his fustian and equipment for dyeing it, as 
well as several looms. As a countryside industry, weaving 
revolved around the husbandry season, and in many 
cases, the craft was undertaken from the cottages of the 
weavers themselves. The wealthier 
men in the trade were clothiers, 
many of whom were involved in 
farming and kept their own sheep. 

 

TTTuuudddooorrr CCCooottttttaaagggeee,,, fffooorrrmmmeeerrrlllyyy SSSmmmiiittthhh’’’sss,,, 
aaa fffooorrrmmmeeerrr wwweeeaaavvveeerrr’’’sss cccooottttttaaagggeee wwwhhhiiiccchhh 
wwwaaasss ooorrriiigggiiinnnaaallllllyyy bbbuuuiiilllttt iiinnn ttthhheee eeeaaarrrlllyyy 
111555ttthhh ccceeennntttuuurrryyy  

TIMELINE 

1086 - Shere manor listed as ‘Essira’ in the Domesday 
Book and granted to William Warenne 

c.1190 - Present church of St James completed in 
the Transitional style, presumably built over earlier church 

1258 - ‘Battle of Shere’ in St James’ churchyard, concerning 
disputed advowson between John Fitzgeoffrey, lord of the 
manor, and the abbot of Netley 

1329 - Christine Carpenter, ‘Anchoress of Shere’, makes 
promise to live in holy place, being encased in  cell of north 
chancel wall of the church 

c.1450 - The house which now serves as the White Horse 
(formerly Cripps) is built, making it one of the oldest in the 
village, with the exception of Forge Cottage 

1486 - Sir Reginald Bray acquires Shere Vachery manor 

1588 - Captain Richard Hill led Shere company to London 
to help guard against Spanish Armada threat 

1761 - Cricketer of Shere Edward Bound charged (though 
cleared) for playing during the Sabbath 

1772 - Old Wall along west side of upper Middle Street 
built by William Bray 

1885 - Fire station in Middle Street built 

1897 - Original Parish Hall (now Shere Museum) built to 
celebrate Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 

1922 - First World War veterans honoured by having the 
Parish Hall converted to the Shere Working Men’s Club, 
after completion of 
the new Village Hall 
next door 

111sssttt eeeddd OOOrrrdddnnnaaannnccceee 
SSSuuurrrvvveeeyyy mmmaaappp 111888777000 

FFFiiinnnddd ooouuuttt mmmooorrreee……… 

NNNoooyyyeeesss,,, AAAnnnnnn (((111999999666))),,, SSShhheeerrreee PPPooovvveeerrrtttyyy::: fffrrrooommm pppaaarrriiissshhh wwwooorrrkkkhhhooouuussseee tttooo uuunnniiiooonnn wwwooorrrkkkhhhooouuussseee  

SSShhheeerrreee,,, GGGooommmssshhhaaallllll,,, aaannnddd PPPeeeaaassslllaaakkkeee LLLooocccaaalll HHHiiissstttooorrryyy SSSoooccciiieeetttyyy (((111999888111,,, 222000000333))),,, AAA 
SSShhhooorrrttt HHHiiissstttooorrryyy  

———————————————--- (((111999888111))),,, OOOlllddd HHHooouuussseeesss iiinnn ttthhheee PPPaaarrriiissshhh ooofff SSShhheeerrreee  

————————————------------ (((222000000111))),,, SSShhheeerrreee::: aaa SSSuuurrrrrreeeyyy vvviiillllllaaagggeee iiinnn mmmaaapppsss 

SSShhheeerrreee PPPaaarrriiissshhh CCCooouuunnnccciiilll (((111999999444))),,, TTThhheee PPPaaarrriiissshhh ooofff SSShhheeerrreee::: aaa pppiiiccctttooorrriiiaaalll rrreeecccooorrrddd 111888999444 tttooo 
111999999444::: GGGooommmssshhhaaallllll,,, HHHooolllmmmbbbuuurrryyy SSSttt... MMMaaarrryyy,,, PPPeeeaaassslllaaakkkeee,,, SSShhheeerrreee  

111666ttthhh ccceeennntttuuurrryyy cccaaarrrvvveeeddd bbbeeennnccchhh eeennnddd fffrrrooommm 
SSSttt MMMaaarrrgggaaarrreeettt’’’sss,,, SSSpppaaaxxxtttooonnn,,, SSSooommmeeerrrssseeettt,,,   
ssshhhooowwwiiinnnggg ccclllooottthhh---wwwooorrrkkkeeerrr sssuuurrrrrrooouuunnndddeeeddd bbbyyy 
ttthhheee tttoooooolllsss ooofff hhhiiisss tttrrraaadddeee  

‘‘‘SSSpppeeeeeerrrsss’’’ aaattt ttthhheee nnnooorrrttthhheeerrrnnn 
cccooorrrnnneeerrr ooofff MMMiiiddddddllleee SSStttrrreeeeeettt,,, aaa 
lllaaattteee 111555ttthhh ccceeennntttuuurrryyy mmmeeerrrccchhhaaannnttt’’’sss 
hhhaaallllll hhhooouuussseee ooowwwnnneeeddd bbbyyy ttthhheee 
PPPaaarrrkkkhhhuuurrrssstttsss uuunnntttiiilll 111666000333 

111777ttthhh ccceeennntttuuurrryyy 
‘‘‘dddrrriiivvviiinnnggg ssstttoooccckkk’’’ 
fffuuulllllliiinnnggg mmmiiillllll 
(((fffrrrooommm BBBöööccckkkllleeerrr'''sss 
111666666111 TTThhheeeaaatttrrruuummm 
MMMaaaccchhhiiinnnaaarrruuummm 
NNNooovvvuuummm)))... TTThhheee 
vvveeerrrtttiiicccaaalll wwwaaattteeerrr---
wwwhhheeeeeelll tttuuurrrnnnsss 
’’’tttaaappppppeeetttsss’’’ wwwhhhiiiccchhh  
iiinnn tttuuurrrnnn dddrrriiivvveee 
ttthhheee hhhaaammmmmmeeerrr,,, 
ssstttrrriiikkkiiinnnggg ttthhheee 
ccclllooottthhh iiinnn ooorrrdddeeerrr 
tttooo mmmiiillllll iiittt... 

111666ttthhh---111777ttthhh 
ccceeennntttuuurrryyy 
ccclllooottthhhiiieeerrr’’’sss 
ssshhheeeaaarrrsss 

1st edition 2016 


