
The Surrey Hills Partnership
September 2022

1. Welcome Heather Kerswell, Independent Chair

2. Presentations and questions to the Surrey Hills Family:
- Advocacy, Partnership and Coordination
- Planning and the Boundary Project
- Landscape, Nature Recovery & Enhancement
- Access, Enjoyment and Understanding
- Promoting Sustainable Business
-
3. Partner Updates

4. Partnership Tour 28th October
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Advocacy, Partnership and 
Coordination



The Surrey Hills is:

ÅOne of 44 National Parks (10) and AONBs (34) 
in England

ÅStatutory duty to prepare and keep review 
Management Plan

ÅSurrey Hills AONB Board is a Joint Advisory 
Committee, supported by SCC

Å75% of Core Funding comes from Defra, to 
support team



The Surrey Hills Family 
and team

New starters since last September:

Sarah Thiele, Programme Manager (FiPL), SCC
Christa Emmett, Vol&Projects Coordinator, Society
Emma Cole, Comms Lead, SCC
Binal Patel, FinanceSupport (part time), SCC
Oliver Wild, Support Officer, SCC

Working Groups:

Equestrian
Mountain biking
Byways 
Promoted Routes (Active Travel)



Surrey Hills AONB Management Plan
2020 - 2025

The 25 year Vision

The Surrey Hills is recognised as a national asset in 
which its natural and cultural resources are managed 
in an attractive landscape mosaic of farmland, 
woodland, heaths, downs and commons.  

It provides opportunities for sustainable business 
enterprise and for all to enjoy and appreciate its 
natural beauty for their health and well-being.



National Activity
¶ "=>J9ӐKnewLandscape,Parksand TrailsPartnership

¶ National LandscapeProspectus. Defra to fund name change with

£120k in 22/23

¶ Art in the LandscapeStrategy: ArtsCouncilfor EnglandMoU

¶ DefraAccessCapitalFunding- £7m in 2022ӛ2025

¶ HeritageLottery FundReviewӛnewfund for NationalLandscapes

¶ AONBvisitsӛSurreyHills in October

¶ !@9AJKӐConferenceand NAAONBAGMon 17November

Defra Working Groups:

¶ Greenfinancing

¶ Governance

¶ AONBManagementPlans



The Surrey Hills Partnership
September 2022

Planning and the Boundary 
Extension Project
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Clive Smith, Planning Adviser
Over 300 planning consultations per annum

Key issues:
- Fragmentation, e.g WanboroughFields
- Energy, e.g gas drilling near Dunsfold
- Dark skies, e.g Urnfield floodlighting, Merrow Downs
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Boundary 
Extension Project

Public Consultation
Early 2023

Decision 2024?
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Landscape, Nature Recovery & 
Enhancement



Farming in Protected Landscapes 

Agricultural Transition Funding 
(from Basic Payments to ELMS)
2021 - 2024

£53m shared between 44 National Landscapes

£1.2m for Surrey Hills 

Local Assessment Panel 

Team: Sarah Thiele, Programme Manager
Env Land Management Adviser
Binal Patel, Finance Support



Farming in Protected 
Landscapes

People

engage and inspire 

new audiences 

Place

promote the Surrey 

Hills as one of 

9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

Landscapes

Nature

restore and enhance 

our key Surrey Hills 

species and 

habitats?

Climate

restore or reduce 

carbon through 

regenerative farming 



The scheme is 
open to:

Åfarmers and land 
managers (including 
tenants)

Åcollaborative groups of 
land managers

Åorganisations and 
individuals delivering 
projects in collaboration 
with a farmer or land 
manager

Farm Clusters in the Surrey 
Hills





BIG CHALK

Restoring Our Chalk Landscapes across the 
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nature and heritage. 

Aims

ÅRestore and secure a chalk landscape mosaic of 

grassland, arable and woodland on a hitherto 

unimagined scale. 

ÅWildlife rich landscapes will help secure a future 

for people and nature in climate challenged 

times. 

ÅEnable a deep engagement for local 

communities and visitors alike. 



HEATHLAND CONNECTIONS

Regional Nature Recovery project based 
around Thursley NNR.   £450k over 3 years

Aims: 
ÅEnhance sites designated for nature 

conservationand other wildlife-rich 
places
Å'EHJGN= L@= D9F<K;9H=ӐK J=KADA=F;= LG

climate change,
ÅReinforce the natural, geological and 

cultural diversity of our landscapes
ÅEnable us to enjoy and connect with 

nature where we live, work and play 



Å A continuing and varied programmeof enjoyable events including walks, talks and 
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surprising - places in the Surrey Hills.

Å Since it has been possible to register for membership through the website, enrolling a 

constant flow of new members.

Å Attendance at shows to promote the Society

Å Talks to groups about the AONB and the Society

Å All this is achieved by a dedicated team of volunteers.  

Surrey Hills Society activities





Achievements

Making Space for Nature Reception 



Achievements

Hedge surveys and butterfly counts with National Highways



Achievements

National Autistic Society Event at 
ClandonWood



Achievements

First Surrey Hills Conservation Volunteers 
Training Course

Å Focused on auditing self-guided trails for signage, condition 
and accessibility.

Å Coordinating volunteers to audit at least 20 self-guided walks

ÅWorking in partnership with Explore Surrey



Achievements

Surveys and conservation work



Achievements

Guildford Walkfest

Å 9 walks led and guided by 
SHS from 1st September ӛ1st

October. 

Å Finishing with GTCC 
sponsored walk along 
Greensand Way to Witley to 
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Angels work.


