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TILLINGBOURNE TRAILS 

Wotton 
Length 5 km Duration approx. 2 hours 

Moderate level of difficulty 

 

SSSTTTAAARRRTTT fffrrrooommm cccaaarrr pppaaarrrkkk 
bbbeeehhhiiinnnddd ttthhheee WWWooottttttooonnn 
HHHaaatttccchhh (((RRRHHH555 666QQQQQQ))) 
pppuuubbb ooonnn ttthhheee AAA222555,,, bbbyyy 
WWWooottttttooonnn VVViiillllllaaagggeee HHHaaallllll...  

The mill pond in the hamlet of Friday 
Street is all that remains of the former 
mill site, other than the associated 
17th century cottages and millhouse. 
Its corn mill is likely late 16th century 
in origin, though its high dam and 
slag have also led to speculation of 
use as an iron mill. Regardless, the 
mill closed down c. 1736, likely for 
steepening the water gradient as part 
of Evelyn’s estate landscaping.    

***nnnooottteee yyyooouuu mmmaaayyy wwwiiissshhh tttooo 
tttaaakkkeee aaa dddeeetttooouuurrr aaalllooonnnggg 
ttthhheee rrriiiggghhhttt (((wwweeesssttteeerrrnnn))) 
sssiiidddeee ooofff ttthhheee pppooonnnddd,,, iiinnntttooo 
ttthhheee hhhaaammmllleeettt ooofff FFFrrriiidddaaayyy 
SSStttrrreeeeeettt aaannnddd ttthhheee  SSSttteeeppphhh---
aaannn LLLaaannngggtttooonnn IIInnnnnn*** 

CCCooonnntttiiinnnuuueee fffooollllllooowwwiiinnnggg 
ttthhheee pppaaattthhh///tttrrraaaccckkk 
(((GGGrrreeeeeennnsssaaannnddd WWWaaayyy))),,, 
eeevvveeennntttuuuaaallllllyyy ooonnntttooo aaa 
hhhooouuussseee dddrrriiivvveee aaannnddd 
SSShhheeeeeeppphhhooouuussseee LLLaaannneee...  

FFFooorrr mmmooorrreee dddeeetttaaaiiilllsss,,, dddooowwwnnnllloooaaaddd ttthhheee ppprrriiinnntttaaabbbllleee pppdddfff (((wwwwwwwww...tttiiilllllliiinnngggbbbooouuurrrnnneeetttaaallleeesss...cccooo...uuukkk///ppplllaaaccceeesss///tttrrraaaiiilllsss))) 

This heritage trail takes in the sprawling wooded paths around Wotton 

House, one of the valley’s most popular former country houses. Explore  

the historic milling hamlets and garden features of the area, including the 

ornamental cascade at Broadmoor, taking in the scenic countryside, wood-

land and millponds along the way.  
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Walking route 

TTTaaakkkeee ttthhheee pppaaattthhh ooonnn ttthhheee llleeefffttt sssiiidddeee ooofff ttthhheee vvviiillllllaaagggeee hhhaaallllll aaasss iiittt rrruuunnnsss 
dddiiiaaagggooonnnaaallllllyyy aaacccrrrooossssss ttthhheee fffiiieeelllddd,,, aaannnddd ttthhheeennn cccrrrooossssss ooovvveeerrr ttthhheee ssstttiiillleee 
ooonnntttooo WWWooottttttooonnn DDDrrriiivvveee...  

CCCaaarrrrrryyy ooonnn pppaaasssttt ttthhheee wwwaaattteeerrrfffaaallllll...  

AAAsss yyyooouuu aaapppppprrroooaaaccchhh ttthhheee 
AAA222555,,, gggooo llleeefffttt aaannnddd fffooollllllooowww 
ttthhheee rrroooaaaddd 444000000mmm bbbaaaccckkk tttooo 
ttthhheee pppuuubbb cccaaarrr pppaaarrrkkk aaannnddd 
SSStttaaarrrttt PPPoooiiinnnttt...  

The ornamental cascade is       
supplied by a contour leat of the 
Tillingbourne, constructed c.1738 
by the Dutchman Mr Jacobsen as 
a set piece of illustrious garden- 
landscaping. Originally, it was 
part of an intricate system,    
complete with pavilion, statues 
and ornamental urns. 

CCCooonnntttiiinnnuuueee ooonnn ttthhheee pppaaattthhh aaasss 
iiittt cccrrrooosssssseeesss ttthhheee tttwwwooo rrroooaaadddsss... 
WWWhhheeerrreee iiittt cccooommmeeesss tttooo aaa fffooorrrkkk,,, 
gggooo rrriiiggghhhttt aaannnddd dddooowwwnnnhhhiiillllll,,, 
cccuuuttttttiiinnnggg bbbeeehhhiiinnnddd ttthhheee    
hhhooouuussseeesss... TTThhheeennn gggooo llleeefffttt,,, 
dddooowwwnnnhhhiiillllll bbbeeetttwwweeeeeennn       
gggaaarrrdddeeennnsss,,, tttooo mmmeeeeeettt ttthhheee rrroooaaaddd 
aaattt BBBrrroooaaadddmmmoooooorrr hhhaaammmllleeettt...  

TTTuuurrrnnn llleeefffttt aaannnddd fffooollllllooowww ttthhheee dddrrriiivvveee 
tttooowwwaaarrrdddsss WWWooottttttooonnn HHHooouuussseee... AAAttt 
ttthhheee eeennnddd ooofff ttthhheee hhheeedddgggeee ooonnn ttthhheee 
llleeefffttt ooofff ttthhheee dddrrriiivvveee,,, cccrrrooossssss ttthhheee 
ssstttiiillleee... TTTaaakkkeee ttthhheee pppaaattthhh ooonnn ttthhheee llleeefffttt 
sssiiidddeee ooofff ttthhheee fffiiieeelllddd,,, cccrrrooossssssiiinnnggg ooovvveeerrr 
ttthhheee TTTiiilllllliiinnngggbbbooouuurrrnnneee aaannnddd iiinnntttooo ttthhheee 
wwwoooooodddsss...  

***nnnooottteee iiittt iiisss wwwooorrrttthhh fffooollllllooowwwiiinnnggg ttthhheee dddrrriiivvveee dddooowwwnnn tttooo tttaaakkkeee aaa lllooooookkk 
aaattt WWWooottttttooonnn HHHooouuussseee (((nnnooowww aaa ppprrriiivvvaaattteee hhhooottteeelll wwwhhhiiiccchhh yyyooouuu cccaaannn 
vvviiisssiiittt ooorrr hhhaaavvveee aaa dddrrriiinnnkkk aaattt))),,, bbbeeefffooorrreee rrreeetttuuurrrnnniiinnnggg tttooo ttthhheee pppaaattthhh*** 

FFFooollllllooowww ttthhheee tttrrraaaccckkk sssooouuuttthhh aaalllooonnnggg ttthhheee vvvaaalllllleeeyyy tttooo ttthhheee FFFrrriiidddaaayyy SSStttrrreeeeeettt 
mmmiiillllllpppooonnnddd... AAAsss yyyooouuu wwwaaalllkkk aaalllooonnnggg ttthhhiiisss tttrrriiibbbuuutttaaarrryyy,,, yyyooouuu cccaaannn ssseeeeee aaa 
nnnuuummmbbbeeerrr ooofff sssmmmaaallllll pppooonnndddsss ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh ttthhheee tttrrreeeeeesss... 

AAAsss ttthhheee pppaaattthhh bbbeeecccooommmeeesss 
pppaaavvveeeddd,,, fffooollllllooowww iiittt uuunnntttiiilll yyyooouuu 
rrreeeaaaccchhh FFFrrriiidddaaayyy SSStttrrreeeeeettt bbbyyy 
ttthhheee cccooorrrnnneeerrr ooofff ttthhheee pppooonnnddd 
cccooorrrnnneeerrr... TTThhheee bbbuuuiiillldddiiinnnggg ooonnn 
yyyooouuurrr llleeefffttt iiisss ttthhheee sssiiittteee ooofff ttthhheee 
ooolllddd cccooorrrnnn mmmiiillllll...  

TTTuuurrrnnn llleeefffttt aaalllooonnnggg ttthhheee rrroooaaaddd,,, 
fffooollllllooowwwiiinnnggg iiittt aaarrrooouuunnnddd ttthhheee 
bbbeeennnddd tttooo ttthhheee pppoooiiinnnttt wwwhhheeerrreee 
iiittt fffooorrrkkksss tttooo ttthhheee rrriiiggghhhttt... 
TTTaaakkkeee ttthhhiiisss pppaaattthhh,,, wwwhhhiiiccchhh 
cccooonnntttiiinnnuuueeesss aaalllooonnnggg ttthhheee 
GGGrrreeeeeennnsssaaannnddd WWWaaayyy iiinnntttooo 
ttthhheee WWWooottttttooonnn EEEssstttaaattteee...  

TTTuuurrrnnn llleeefffttt aaattt ttthhheee pppooonnnddd cccooorrrnnneeerrr 
aaannnddd fffooollllllooowww ttthhheee rrroooaaaddd (((NNNoooooonnnsss 
CCCooorrrnnneeerrr))),,, wwwiiittthhh ttthhheee pppooonnnddd ooonnn 
yyyooouuurrr rrriiiggghhhttt... JJJuuusssttt pppaaasssttt ttthhheee pppooonnnddd 
tttaaakkkeee ttthhheee sssmmmaaallllll pppaaattthhh ooonnn ttthhheee 
rrriiiggghhhttt iiinnntttooo ttthhheee wwwoooooodddsss aaannnddd uuuppp 
ttthhheee hhhiiillllll...   

Wotton was conveyed to 
George Evelyn in 1579, though 
it is the Italian gardens of the 
1640s for which the estate is 
best known. Restoration and  
further garden alterations took 
place in the 1860s, including a 
deer and kangaroo paddock.  



TILLINGBOURNE TRAILS 

Wotton 

EEExxxppplllooorrreee mmmooorrreee ttthhhaaannn 555kkkmmm ooofff      

wwwoooooodddeeeddd pppaaattthhhsss aaannnddd bbbeeeaaauuutttiiifffuuulll   

cccooouuunnntttrrryyysssiiidddeee,,, iiinnncccllluuudddiiinnnggg ttthhheee mmmiiillllll 

pppooonnndddsss aaattt FFFrrriiidddaaayyy SSStttrrreeeeeettt 

Alder 
Alder (Alnus glutinosa) is a common tree of riversides, 
fens and wet woodlands, easily recognised by its 
rounded leaves and purplish buds. It has both male 
and female flowers: long yellow-brown catkins and 
small red ‘cones’ that ripen when pollinated.  
 

The exposed roots of alders can provide fish with 
shelter from predators or high flows, and their leaves 
food for invertebrates such as caddis fly and water 
beetle larvae. 
 

Alder’s wood does not 
rot under water, and was 
used historically for the 
shoring-up of canals and 
riverbanks, as well as for 
making charcoal.  

The Surrey Wildlife Trust manages almost 8,000 
hectares of land in Surrey (5% of the county) 
with the aim of creating a better future for the 
local wildlife, and for the enjoyment of local  
people.  
 

To get involved, whether through volunteering, 
donating or adopting species to protect, please 
f ind out  more and v is it   
www.surreywildlifetrust.org 

Wildlife of  the Tillingbourne 
 

Get involved 
Despite the tranquil beauty of the Tillingbourne,  
recent investigations by the Environment Agency 
showed its ecological status is still in need of         
improvement. The Surrey Wildlife Trust’s River 
Search project teaches volunteers to manage invasive 
non-native species during conservation action days, in 
order to survey, monitor and improve the river    
habitat over time.  
 

To find out more, visit www.surreywildlifetrust.org 

 
 

The Surrey Hills Society is an independent charity 
which encourages people to explore, protect and  
enhance the local landscape, including that of the 
Tillingbourne. In order to do this, volunteers are 
needed to help organise and support walks, talks and 
events for members, as well as various conservation 
projects within the AONB. 
 

For more info, see www.surreyhills.org/society 

Other links 
Wotton Parish Council -                          
wottonpc.wordpress.com 
Surrey Hills AONB - www.surreyhills.org 
Surrey Heritage (Exploring Surrey’s Past) - 
www.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk/ 
 

Tillingbourne Tales HLF project - 
www.tillingbournetales.co.uk 

Peter Brocklesby 
c. 1597-1684? 

Pewterer at Wotton Wire Mill 

 Born c. 1597, location unknown 

 In 1624 (at age 27) married Anne 
Cooke in St Andrew Holborn, 
Camden 

 Had possibly two sons, Peter and 
Richard (b. 1636), who worked 
with him in the pewtering trade 

 A ‘Pewterer of London’ before 
his arrival at Wotton (and briefly 
Elwix Mill, Abinger), he made 
brass and battery goods, and was 
rumoured to import ‘foreigners’ 
for their wire-making craft skills 

 First leased brass/wire mills at 
Pigeon House Pond, Wotton c. 
1628 from Richard Evelyn 

 Possibly the Peter Brocklesby buried on 6 January 1684 
in St Andrew Holborne 

WWWooottttttooonnn HHHooouuussseee,,, 
tttaaakkkeeennn fffrrrooommm ttthhheee 
tttoooppp ooofff ttthhheee 
GGGrrrooottttttooo,,, bbbyyy 
JJJooohhhnnn EEEvvveeelllyyynnn,,, 
111666555333 (((©©© SSSuuurrrrrreeeyyy 
HHHiiissstttooorrryyy CCCeeennntttrrreee))) 

WWWooottttttooonnn HHHooouuussseee aaannnddd pppooonnnddd,,, fffrrrooommm EEEvvveeelllyyynnn pppaaapppeeerrrsss 
ccc... 111666444000 (((©©© TTThhheee BBBrrriiitttiiissshhh LLLiiibbbrrraaarrryyy BBBoooaaarrrddd))) 

Wotton Wire Mill 

A small works was established at the millpond known as 
Pigeon House Pond, just east and north of Wotton 
House, possibly the location of George Evelyn’s early 
17th century powder works. However, it is the brass and 
wire mills which are most commonly associated with the 
Pigeon House site, established by Richard Evelyn after the 
failure of the powder mill in defiance of the monopoly 
held by the Mineral and Battery Company’s brass-plate 
and wire-drawing operations.  

Though a ‘batter mill’ was also established at Abinger 
(Elwix) Mill under Evelyn by 1622 to produce brass and 
copper plate, the Wotton site comprised a wire-works and 
copper mills, the latter which treated imported copper 
ingots with calamine in order to make brass. This brass 
would have in turn been made into wire goods such as 
lattice-work for windows, chains, rings, etc., and John 
Evelyn’s accounts describe a water-driven machine from 
Sweden that was obtained for such a purpose. Although a 
sketch of the estate in 1652 shows the pigeon house and 
its works on the west bank of the pond, by 1675 they were 
moved further away from the 
house to accommodate the   
Evelyn brothers’ more aesthetic 
landscaping projects. 

111777ttthhh ccceeennntttuuurrryyy 
bbbrrraaassssss kkkeeettttttllleee 

111777ttthhh ccceeennntttuuurrryyy iiirrrooonnn fffiiissshhh 
hhhooooookkk wwwiiittthhh cccoooppppppeeerrr aaalllllloooyyy 
wwwiiirrreee llliiinnneee aaattttttaaaccchhheeeddd 

TIMELINE 

1086 - Domesday lists manor of ‘Wodeton’, including its 
mill 

c.1100 - Normans built motte castle at Abinger Common 

1337 - Mill amongst possessions of William de Latimer 

1579 - Manor of Wotton conveyed to George Evelyn 

c.1603-25 - Short-lived powder works near Wotton 

1607 - Origin of hamlet at Abinger Bottom, including ‘six 
newly erected cottages, enclosures and a mill’  

1643 - John Evelyn begins work on his ‘Italian Garden’ at 
Wotton House, whose landscape features would come to 
include a temple, mount and fountain 

1703 - Great hurricane which stripped and destroyed ‘many 
thousands of goodly oaks’ 

1717-8 - William Glanville, nephew of John Evelyn, leaves 
legacy to poor boys of Wotton and Abinger 

1735-41 - John Evelyn’s pioneering landscaping of the 
Tillingbourne, including creation of miniature waterfalls 

c.1740 - Lonesome Lodge (Tillingbourne House) built by 
Dutch merchant Theodore Jacobsen 

1858 - Post Office at the Wotton Hatch 

1870s - Fire damage requires restoration of Wotton House 

1874 - Wotton school built to replace earlier 1851 building 

1901 - Rifle Club founded by the Evelyns, believed to be 
oldest in the county 

1947-81 - Wotton 
House leased to 
Home Office and 
used as the Fire 
Service College 

111sssttt eeeddd OOOrrrdddnnnaaannnccceee 
SSSuuurrrvvveeeyyy mmmaaappp 111888777000 

WWWaaattteeerrr---pppooowwweeerrreeeddd wwwiiirrreee mmmiiillllll (((fffrrrooommm VVVaaannnnnnooocccccciiiooo BBBiiirrriiinnnggguuucccccciiiooo’’’sss 111555444000 
PPPiiirrrooottteeeccchhhnnniiiaaa))),,, wwwhhheeerrreee ttthhheee tttuuurrrnnniiinnnggg wwwhhheeeeeelll pppuuullllllsss ttthhheee wwwiiirrreee ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh aaa 
ssseeerrriiieeesss ooofff hhhooollleeesss iiinnn ttthhheee dddiiieee ppplllaaattteee,,, hhheeerrreee hhheeelllddd tttaaauuuttt bbbyyy tttooonnngggsss 

FFFiiinnnddd ooouuuttt mmmooorrreee……… 

BBBrrraaannndddooonnn,,, PPPeeettteeerrr (((111999888444,,, rrreeevvv 222000000333))),,, TTThhheee TTTiiilllllliiinnngggbbbooouuurrrnnneee RRRiiivvveeerrr SSStttooorrryyy 

BBBrrraaannndddooonnn,,, PPPeeettteeerrr (((111999888444))),,, '''LLLaaannnddd,,, rrriiivvveeerrr aaannnddd wwwaaattteeerrr mmmaaannnaaagggeeemmmeeennnttt iiinnn ttthhheee 
TTTiiilllllliiinnngggbbbooouuurrrnnneee vvvaaalllllleeeyyy''',,, SSSooouuuttthhheeerrrnnn HHHiiissstttooorrryyy 666,,, 777555---111000333 
FFFrrriiiaaarrr,,, GGGiiillllll (((222000111000))),,, JJJooohhhnnn EEEvvveeelllyyynnn aaannnddd hhhiiisss GGGaaarrrdddeeennnsss  
OOO'''KKKeeellllllyyy,,, TTTeeerrreeennnccceee (((111999888888))),,, AAAbbbiiinnngggeeerrr CCCooommmmmmooonnn aaannnddd WWWooottttttooonnn  
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