
 
 
Tony Juniper CBE 
Natural England 
County Hall 
Spetchley Road  
Worcester 
WR5 2NP, 
 

19th February 2024 
 

 
 
 
Dear Tony 
 
Surrey Hills National Landscape Extension Project 
 
On behalf of the Surrey Hills National Landscape Board and our 
communities, I am writing to urge Natural England to conclude swiftly the 
project to review the boundary of the Surrey Hills National Landscape. Our 
Board meets on 6th March at which we were expecting to be advised of the 
final proposed extension areas, following an extended period since the end 
of the statutory consultation last summer. 
 
We were delighted when the Natural England Board in May 2021 confirmed 
the Surrey Hills Review and welcomed your commitment to seek a more 
innovative approach to reflect society’s current needs, including the 
opportunity to engage more people with nature, focused on peri-urban and 
urban areas.  The Surrey Hills National Landscape, being within the London 
Metropolitan Green Belt, has presented a great opportunity to test this 
innovative approach. 
 
We credit the Natural England staff and consultants on the evidence 
gathering which we were delighted to help co-design and support.  This part 
of the project was completed over two years ago now and the statutory 
public consultation closed on 13th June 2023.   At the time, the assessment 
of responses was to have been completed by end of November 2023.  This 
has still not been presented to the Surrey Hills Board. 



 
A huge amount of work has already undertaken, including by public 
respondents to the consultation, and expectations are high. The opportunity 
to review the boundary of a protected landscape does not come around very 
often, and we urge Natural England to conclude the project as soon as 
possible. We very much hope to receive an update on progress at our Board 
meeting on 6th March. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Kathy Atkinson 
Independent Chair 
 
cc.    Surrey Hills National Landscape Board 
 Local Authority Leaders 

Surrey MPs 



 


