
 

 
 

Surrey Hills National Landscape Board 
 

 

Item 10 Response to the Surrey Hills Boundary 

Extension Project 
 

Purpose of the report: 

 

 

To consider the Board’s response to the Surrey Hills National Landscape (AONB) 

Boundary Variation Project:   

 

Recommendations: 

 

Members are asked to  

 

1) Note progress on the Surrey Hills National Landscape (AONB) Boundary Variation 

Project:   

2) Agree a response on behalf of the Surrey Hills Board 

 

1. Introduction 

1.1 On 21st November, Natural England launched the Notice Period for the proposal 

to extend Surrey Hills National Landscape by 130 square kilometres.  The Notice 

Period will close on 14th January 2026.   

 

1.2 The Notice Period is a legal requirement for a landscape designation project and 

provides a final opportunity for the public and stakeholders to submit 

representations to Natural England on the draft proposal (known legally as a Draft 

Order). This follows two statutory and public consultations, where over 2000 

respondents provided input.  The Notice, Draft Order and maps can be viewed online 

at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/surrey-hills-area-of-outstanding-

natural-beauty-boundary-variation 

 

1.3 Natural England is not asking individuals or organisations to provide a 

representation if they had already submitted a response to one or both 

consultations. It is seeking representations from those who wish to identify any 

outstanding issues with the proposal or assessment process, which they feel have 

not been addressed through the consultation period.   

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/surrey-hills-area-of-outstanding-natural-beauty-boundary-variation
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1.4 Natural England considered the representations made at both consultations and 

published its analysis reports. These included Natural England’s responses to issues 
raised and subsequent changes to the proposal on the consultation website at: 

Surrey Hills National Landscape (AONB) Variation Project Second Consultation - 

Defra - Citizen Space  

 

1.5 The 3 updated technical assessments; the Natural Beauty, Desirability and 

Boundary reports, on the consultation website, along with information about the 

remaining steps of this project.   

2. Surrey Hills National Landscape Response 

 

2.1 The Surrey Hills Board has advocated and supported the case for reviewing the 

boundary of the Surrey Hills Area of Natural Beauty (AONB) since 2007.  This was in 

response to Planning Policy Guidance 7 which sought to remove local landscape 

designations like the Surrey Areas of Great Landscape Value (AGLV) which have 

helped to protect the integrity and setting of the Surrey Hills AONB.  

 

2.2 The process has involved a call for evidence and two statutory and public 

consultations, where over 2000 respondents provided input.  It is proposed that the 

Surrey Hills Board acknowledges this work by Natural England and the community by 

writing to the Chair of Natural England and copying it our MPs and local authorities 

as a public statement of thanks and to demonstrate political consensus to encourage 

the Secretary of State to confirm the Variation Order once Natural England Board 

has formally the request to government.  The draft letter is set out in Appendix 1. 
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Appendix 1.  Draft Letter to Natural England 
 
 
To Tony Juniper, Chair of Natural England 
 
 
Dear Tony 
 

Surrey Hills National Landscape (AONB) Boundary Variation Project 

 
On behalf of the Surrey Hills National Landscape Board, I write to thank 
Natural England for its work on the proposal to extend the Surrey Hills Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty designation.  
 
With the enormous development pressure on the Surrey Hills, the extension 
of the designated area provides an opportunity to protect the natural beauty of 
the landscape as a thriving place for nature and people, and to help tackle the 
challenges of climate change.   
 
The Surrey Hills Board however remains concerned that the process to 
conservatively draw boundaries away from the urban fringe will leave land 
vulnerable in the longer term to inappropriate development and ultimately 
compromise the outstanding quality of the Surrey Hills.  It is therefore 
important that the Surrey Hills Board is given the mandate and resources to 
protect the setting of the Surrey Hills and continue to make wider links to 
ensure that our special landscapes and habitats and enjoyed, cherished and 
protected.  
 
The Surrey Hills Board also acknowledge the concerns of our farmers and 
landowners about restrictions to business.  Our work and the Management 
Plan will continue to prioritise supporting farmers, landowners and the 
business community to seek opportunities to ensure that the Surrey Hills is a 
place to thrive as part of the National Landscape.  
 
Finally, the Surrey Hills Board would like to thank the Natural England team, 
particularly Stephen Rudd for his leadership, for engaging our communities 
and our Board in the process. Thanks also go to our local authorities, partners 
and the public for supporting the evidence gathering and consultation process 
that has resulted in such a robust case to extend the Surrey Hills National 
Landscape. 
 
We look forward to the Secretary of State making a timely decision to confirm 
the Modification Order and to working with our new local authorities on 
securing a bigger and better future for the Surrey Hills National Landscape. 
 
 
Kathy Atkinson 
Independent Chair 
 
cc. MPs, Local Authority Leaders 


